THE PROGRESS OF ZYMOTIC MICRO-PATHOLOGY.
By G. C. HENDERSON, M.D. (Read: Nov. 2nd, 1881.)
The recent discoveries of the existence of various minute organisms in different infectious diseases of man and of the lower animals, and the great interest excited by the question of their relation to the morbid processes with which they are associated, have induced me to lay before the Society this evening a short summary, in the main a historical one, of the present state of our knowledge.
Since the year 1850, in which Eayer and Davaine first described fine rod-like bodies, resembling vibrios in their optical and chemical properties, which they had found in the blood of animals dying of splenic fever, numerous observers have been working at the subject, and of late years, owing to improved methods of examination by means of staining the minute organisms with various aniline dyes, the list of diseases in which micro-organisms have been found, has been considerably extended. They have been found in the blood, lymphatics, or tissues, as well as in the special foci of disease, or in the discharges from them in :? 1. Anthrax, or splenic fever. 2. Septicaemia and pyaemia in various forms, e.g., puerperal fever, ulcerative endocarditis, etc. 3. Erysipelas. 
